Idiopathic post-operative pulmonary hypertension in the newborn.
A case of severe pulmonary hypertension following the primary repair of an omphalocele in a term infant is reported. There were no pre-disposing factors known to contribute to the postoperative pulmonary hypertension (PPH). Therapy was successful first by using hyperventilation, and then subsequently with tolazoline. Upper gastrointestinal bleeding limited the use of tolazoline after the first fourty-eight hours. Complete recovery ensued. The occurrence of PPH and the current therapy of this unpredictable condition is discussed.